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Annual SepticSmart Week Kickoff for Jackson County

September 14, 2018 – In support of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) annual SepticSmart Week campaign, the Jackson County Health Department would like to remind everyone of their responsibility to properly maintain their septic systems. By doing a little inexpensive maintenance, homeowners can help make their septic systems last a long time. Preventive maintenance saves money in the long run, period. 

Governor Synder officially proclaimed SepticSmart Week in the State of Michigan for September 17-21st for 2018. Below you will find some simple things that you can do to ensure your system lasts as long as it should. 

Ten ways to keep your septic system running smoothly:
 
· Have your system inspected and pumped every 3-5 years by a qualified professional.
· Do not pour harsh chemicals down the drain. Have a jar to collect cooking grease and throw away in the trash. Avoid putting any paints, chemicals or medications down the drain.
· Do not put non-degradable products like disposable wipes, cat litter, floss down the drain. These should go into the trash instead. 
· Do not park cars or other heavy equipment on top of your drainfield and septic tank. 
· Minimize the use of any septic tank cleaners or additives. The Jackson County Health Department does not recommend the use of any additives. 

<More>
· Repair any plumbing leaks or drips. Excess water is the enemy of a septic system.
· Keep vegetation and plants under control around your system. Roots are the enemy of a drainfield. 
· Use soaps and detergents that are low-suds, biodegradable, and low or phosphate free. 
· Prevent freezing of your system in the winter by inspecting and insulating vulnerable system parts, such as an inspection pipe or shallow drainfield. 
· Make sure your yard is contoured and graded so that rain water is directed away from the system. 

For more information regarding maintenance of septic systems, see the Jackson County Health Department Environmental Health Division website at:
https://www.co.jackson.mi.us/1118/Well-Septic-Information

State of Michigan Department of Environmental Quality:
https://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,4561,7-135-3313_71618_51002---,00.html

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency:
https://www.epa.gov/septic


<End>

Working together to create and promote a healthy community through disease prevention and control, 
health education, environmental protection and emergency preparedness.
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