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O Brief and incomplete review of key observations regarding Kent County’s COVID response
O Key observations from Ferris State University students
O Observations described with details from personal experience

O Perspectives from colleagues and After Action Report findings also included



These things really happen and it’s a very
small world

Wuhan Coronavirus Looks

Increasingly Like a Pandemic, Experts
Say

Rapidly rising caseloads alarm researchers, who fear the virus
may make its way across the globe. But scientists cannot yet
predict how many deaths may result.

% Give this article ~ m [ 24

NY Times 2.2.20




Public health was not equipped or supported to
'l o N | el |

withstand stresses of multi-year crisis

“*Year 1: Public health experienced appreciation and respect.

“Year 2: Public health was vilified by an influential minority as

Yenemies of the Constitution”™ and "“criminals against humanity®”.
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State and County offices must coordinate
better (March 12, 2020)

Anntaninna Biondo | MLive.com

and county health officials update status of schools amidst

Gov. Whitmer announces school closures state-wide until April 5
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Local p,Ub”C COVID-19 School Resources
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Valuab’e as d COVID-19 Testing for Schools

Available testing locations for students, staff, and families

Comm Unify Schedule Now
convening

Contact Tracing Spreadsheet for Schools (.xisx)
sp a C e Risk of COVID Transmission in Schools: A Framework for
Public Health Recommendations
School Prevention Strategies (.xlsx) COVID-19: Student Precautions | Spanish
When Your School Has an Qutbreak
KCHD School Guidance Letter

When Schools Should Contact KCHD

K-12 & Higher Education School Toolkit - (Updated 01/18/22) MDHHS Guidance

Early Childcare & Education School Toolkit - (Updated 03/15/22) MI Safe Schools Testing Program

K-12 & Higher Education Symptom and Testing Protocols - CDC Guidance

b Ll Kent County Dashbo

Early Childcare & Education Symptom and Testing Protocols KISD Dashboard




CARES Act Fund Distribution

GRAND RAPIDS

Kent County receives $115M in federal funding
to cover coronavirus costs

Published: May. 11, 2020, 3:00 p.m.
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Grades 6-12

Quarantine
from school all
household
contacts AND:

Information from KCHD COVID Dashboard:
District/Community incidence: Cases in 7 days per 100,000 people=

District/Community percent of all people vaccinated =

District/Community Incidence rate
Cases in 7 days per 100,000 people

Percent vaccinated in district

District/Community Vaccination

Less than 70% Go up 1 risk level

Porcant 7089% _[Styotsklevel |

Adjust your risk level based on the
percent of all people fully
vaccinated in your district

students, and visitors indoors

Universal masking for staff,
students who are not fully students, visitors indoors
vatcinated

Consider offering weekly testing

staff and students who are not

fully waccinated

Students within 6 feet who | Students within 6 feet whao are
are not fully vaccinated OR | not fully vaccinated OR not
not consistently masked consistently masked

Offer weekly testing for high-risk
extracurricular activities for those
who are not fully vaccnated

Masking for high-risk outdoor
Sports

Universal masking for staff, students,
and visitars indoars

Universal masking for staff, students,
and visitars indoars

Offer weekly testing to staff and
students who are not fully vaccinated

Students within & feet wha are not
fully vaccinated OR not consistently
masked

Weekly testing for high-risk
extracurricular activities for those
whao are not fully vaccinated

Weekly testing for low and
intermediate-risk sports for those
who are not fully vaccinated

Masking far high-risk outdoar sports




Working with Employers

@« ABOUT COVID-19 GUIDELINES v+ RESOURCES v TESTING LOCATIONS CONTACT VACCINE INFO HEALTH SCREENING

KENT COUNTY BACK TO WORK

Resources

Industry-Specifc Guidelines INDUSTRY-SPECIFIC GUIDELINES

Reopening Plans & Guidelines
* Agriculture | Spanish

Personal Protective Equipment
Barber, Cosmetology and Personal Care Services | Spanish | Vietnamese
Fact Sheets & Information
o . Childcare Facilities | Spanish | Vietnamese
Cleaning & Disinfection ShLtaTe TAcILItS PAINSIL ] VICTAINESS

Community & Relief Resources Construction | Spanish

Testing Locations Food Service | Spanish | Chinese | Vietnamese

Who to Contact for Help Gyms and Fitness Centers | Spanish

FAQs
. Houses of Worship | Arabic | Spanish | Vietnamese

Manufacturing | Spanish

Medical Services | Spanish

Parks & Recreation | Spanish | MDHHS Guidance For Contact Sports

Translate



West Michigan Vaccine Collaborative

O Multiple Groups working on planning — Diversity of
perspectives was important
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http://www.vaccinatewestmi.com/
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Local public health accomplished
exfraordinary things

N

i
N\
N
3
8
8
&
E~
g
5
)
E
-
s ||
-










v A

~n N IJF"I“J V4 N H .
n Irike reams

4




ity Vaccine Clinic at KCH
High Priority Vacc

7 41 AW X/ i ,~
/ '/ ! / ’I/, /)’1,‘
o /I f fan )/ //(/ 1)
0| ) i
M 7
B H i /
/ f sy,
[f f
/]
i\ I / 4
i /] 47 /]




JL

N \M@HH@ "L nics Hm 'aﬁ""é‘)ﬂ \Oﬂo} a fﬂ@iﬁ wW. H Partners

_.‘\J 4-‘ -




‘ @) Kent Gy,
Health Depc”mem

‘%z:: - e
Public  Seniciosde
J AR Health  Asistencia
Ceda)r"f"éprin | OUtF@BCh dega ud b
| | upiica I = =he €2
s;rwces Puoie_ 11
Rockford | R g% S—

......
AR "
,,,,,

| R PG i i
''''''''

f/p Grand Rap|d°
Wyommg —

rond e FREE HOT DOG ¢ PEPSI'

WHEN YOU GET A FREE COVID-19 VACCINATION
AT TONIGHT'S WHITECAPS GAME!

UBR IT’S FREE AND EASY/




Health Officers have unique powers which are
unrecognized by many people

MCL 333.2451: Upon a determination that an imminent danger to the health or lives or
individuals exists in the area served by the local health department, the local health officer
immediately shall inform the individuals affected by the imminent danger and issue an order
which shall be delivered to a person authorized to avoid, correct, or remove the imminent
danger or be posted at or near the imminent danger. The order may specify action to be taken
or prohibit the presence of individuals in locations or under conditions where the imminent
danger exists... (imminent danger means a condition or practice which could reasonably be
expected to cause death, disease, or serious bodily harm immediately or before the imminence
of the danger can be eliminated through enforcement procedures otherwise provided.)

MCL 333.2453*: If a local health officer determines that control of an epidemic is necessary to
protect the public health, the local health officer may issue an emergency order to prohibit the
gathering of people for any purpose and may establish procedures to be followed by persons,
including a local governmental entity, during the epidemic to insure continuation of essential
public health services and enforcement of health laws. Emergency procedures shall not be
limited to this code.

*Ruled an unconstitutional delegation of authority



Public Health Orders in Kent County

January 12, 2022 - COVID-19 Prevention in Educational Settings

August 20, 2021 - Mask Use in Pre-K-6 Educational Settings

August 6, 2021 - In the Matter of COVID-19 Prevention in Educational Settings

May 09, 2021 - Quarantine Order in Educational Settings

March 13, 2021 — Containment of COVID-19 Through Mass Vaccination

November 20, 2020 - Public Health Warning

March 22, 2020 - Kent County Health Officer Issues Public Health Order for Childcare Facilities

March 15, 2020 - Kent County Health Officer Issues Emergency Order for Control of Pandemic



https://www.accesskent.com/Health/pdf/COVID-19/PHO_Masks_082021.pdf
https://www.accesskent.com/Health/pdf/COVID-19/Public_Health_Warning_050921.pdf
https://www.accesskent.com/Health/pdf/COVID-19/Public_Health_Warning_112020.pdf
https://www.accesskent.com/News/2020/0322.pdf
https://www.accesskent.com/News/2020/0315.pdf

Literature Support for Face Masks
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count was observed when only the receiver was masked. The most substantial exposure
reduction oceumed when the aerosal source was masked (or both parties were masked). When
both the source and target were masked, particie count was reduced by more than 99.5% of
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Based on their findin
masks in public is hig
Firstly, because ey
as self-protection ag:
ensures that the airr
sneezing, thus prote
Ruba AL, Pollak SD. Childrer
interactions during COVI
The study recruted &
publicly funded after-
were not covered, wt
the mouth. Children |
of the faces were con

Anfinrud P, Stadnytskyi
scattering. N Engl J Med 202

The study used a fas
speaking. When obs.
said the words “stay
‘the flash count reme

Onur Aydin,O, et al. Perform:
through droplets: A guantitati

The study found tha
70% blocking efficie
efficiency, which is ¢

Clapp PW, Sickbert-Bennett
Masks as Personal Protectivi
Med_ 2021 3-469

The abjective of this
consumer-grade an
medical procedure ¢
can improve the fit :
effectiveness of con
with or better than 1

Jonathan R. Tomshine JR et
Potential, Mayo Clinic Procet
The abjective of this
transmission of airb.
individual) to a near
setting. Compared w
was reduced by 84

baseline, regardless of separation distance or which type of mask was employed.

Aerosol Sci. 2020 Oct; 148:105617. doi: 10,1016/ jaerosci 2020.105617.

The authors conducted two sets of experiments. In the first sefs of th
genersted by coughing without and with & surgical mask was exami
strongly in motion and because coughing is a typical sympiom of CC
expeniments, commen household maerals curtently used by the po
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aerosols. With these d
exponential spread of

Leung, N.HL., Chu, DKW., S|

of face masks. Nat Med 26, 67

The authors tested vir:
swabs, respiratory droj
samples collected with
masks to reduce coron

Fischer et al. Low-cost measur
Science Advances (2020).

The authors demonstn
reduce the transmissio
study, they compared :
types such as clothe 11
mask altematives, suc.

Bae et al. Effectiveness of Sur¢
Comparison in 4 Patients. Ann
In this study of only 4 ¢
100% cotton masks to
SARS-CoV-2 during ¢

Konda A, Prakash A, Moss GA
Fabrics Used in Respiratory Cl

This study assessed fi
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for particle sizes of <3t
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Kal, D, etal; Universal Masking
Validation, Policy Recommenda

The authors present ta
wearing. Taken in tan
universal masking in re

Siddhartha Vierma, Manhar Dha
ebstructing respiratory jets, Phy.

The authors use qualit
design-choices impact
providing an initial incli
help convey to the gen
for using face masks. |
the high likelihood of a

Bourouiba L. Turbulent Gas Clo
Transmission of COVI JAN

This study investigates
use of surgical and oth
from an infected perso
person). Mask efficacy

m gas cloud «
100 feet per second (1
Protective and source
repeatedly withstand tt
during a sneeze ora o

Martin Z. Bazant and John W. b
27,2021 118 (17)

This simulation looking
for there to be a >50% ¢
Complete masking incre
hours 1o 89 hours aman

Zhang Y, etal. COVID-19 Proje
medRxiv, August 2021

The authors used an ex
number of new infection
mask usage, routine tes
can reduce Student infe.
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IHME COVID-19 Forecasting Team.
(2021)

The study finds that achievi
ameliorate the worst effects
additional 129,574 (85,284
an additional 95,814 (60,73
compared to the reference :

Shen, M., Zu, J., Fairley, CK etal. £
Infections and Mortality: A Modeling

Modeling results showed th
Cls 72,723-126,312) COVI
was implemented 1 week &
(81,593-141,356) and 901
eariier (on April 3 when the
averted infections and deat
respectively.

Stuart RM, Abeysuriya RG, Kerr CC,
a case study from New
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The eﬁeclweness of face masks to prevent SARS-CoV-2
y of li

Executive Summary: The Kent County Health Department and Ottawa County Department of

Public Health wth assisiance from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, health

systems, and other local ‘have compiled

wearing masks during the covnn 19 pandemic. While each individual study may nm its own mm\gths

and limitations, the evidence presented in these rticles take

that masks in healthcare and community settings are effective in reducing the ik of exposure to SARS-

Cov-2 and transmission of me virus to others. Epidemiological and modeling studies Fdcala i that
‘mandates g y had reduced disease

studies examnmg Varots maska generally show that masks help prevent the spread of wus-ladan

droplets. Taken together, current scientific data supports the use of masks to reduce the transmission of

COVID-19 in the community.

We wil continue to review the update our
of our community.

as needed to protect the health
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Reviews and Meta-analyses:

Schwartz, K, Lack of COVID-18

onan

flight. CMAJ April 14, 2020 192 (15) E410

This study i
China to Canada.
vinus. Transmissior:
indicated that dropi

Hershow RB, Wu K, Lewis h
Utah, December 3, 2020-Ja

In this investigation

th
:rudents classroon

Dawson P, Worrell MC, Mak
Through Grade 12 Schools |
December 2020. MMWR Mc

In 22 participating K
SARS-CoV-2 secan
COVID-19. Schools
ventilation had muct

Gold JA, Gettings JR, Kimbz
Students in One School Dist
2021;70:289-292

nine clusters
January 22, 2021, it

The study finds that the relz
vice versa. Our work sugge

Studies:

Victor Chemozhukov, Hirop
18 ic in the US., Jou

A
Pprotocols, is likely to be the

Worby, C.J., Chang, HH. Face mask
COVID-19 pandemic. Nat Commun 1

The models explored in this
and containment would res:
masks offering 25% protect
offered even 5% protection
Places requiring public mas

Scott N, Saul A, Speiman T, Stoove
policy was associated with significan

This study sstimaiod expon

weighted linear regres:
mask ue polcy subctortial
in now COVID-10 cases o
controlling epidemics

Rao IJ, Vallon JJ, Brandeau ML. Effe
Analysis. Med Decis Making. 2021 N

This paper quantita
Covid-15, such as 1
how pecple adju:
The analysis concl
facing businesses |

Cheng, Y et ai. Face masks
1439-1443

In this work, the au
quantifying the efic
abundance. On the
infection probabilith
to be effective in re

Authors developed a dynamic disease model to assess the effectiver
spread of COVID-19, during an initial outbreak and a later resurgenc
coverage, intervention timing, and time horizon. The mode! found ti
masks can play a role in reducing the spread of COVID-19, particulal
combined with social distancing measures to reduce Re below 1.

-aming.
elamnm School sefings n which

Controlled Experiments:

ing and testing mu:

Chidren are ot yot : s»gm for the vaccine.

widely, especially among

after a patient
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ic with ory cough during & fight from

Af
Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2020,66.630-632.

Among 139

stylists
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Hendrix MJ, Walde C. Findley K, Tratman R. Absencs of Apparent Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 from Two Stylists
fier Exposure ata Hair Salon with a Universal Face Covering Policy — Springfield, Missouri, May 2020 MMWR

COVID-19 while both the

fo two hair stylists

covering poilcy likely mitigated spread of SARS-CoV-2.

Guy GPJr., Lea FC ~

Restaurant Dining v Coring toay Jor Wang J, Pan L, Tang S, Ji JS, Shi X. Mask use during COVID-19. A risk adjusted strateqy. Environ Pollut.
; e (2020). 266(Pt 1):115099.
wiOttawa Department of T $2020) 2L
A rather KA Wang Priorto COVID-18. the authors highight a farge systematic 67
Caunty DEPARTMENT Public Health 26:368(6498)1422 that wearing masks is one of the respiratory viuses
Sl paree Fommmy e Ty w— 2r ovidanaos bxlcates hat No3 mspiators were sy afestve 1 soryial masks (s orson
Mandating 2 E The author etal, 2011). . the authors the main ion routes of SARS
spread. T1 CoV-2 include droplt, contact transmissions, and airbome transmissions, which is characterized
20deysof Infectn, Thaland, Emerg Infect Dis (2020). have imple by high proportion of cases with mild symptom or asymptomatic cases, and the necessity of
m this (:u-mnm:!sudy in Thailand aerosol tra wearing masks by the public during COVID-19 pandemic has been under-emphasized.

secondary cases were reparied; among 67 clients
tested for SARS-CoV'-2, all test results were negative._Adherence to the community's and company's face-

Van Dy ME, Roge time during cor - g
Winoor Ve o R ouvzmbmmmmndv DEPARTMENT
was not indepenenty as Caring doday for a bealtby tfomerran

Daiy coun
istion Wilson et al. Factors Influencing Risk for COV Mitze et al. Face Masks Considerably Reduce COVID-19 Cases in German

?ﬁ:ﬂ:ﬂ Winnebago County. Wisconsin, March-July 2 Approach. Institute of Labor Economics (2020).

might othe ‘The authors assessed the impact o

mandates counts reported to federal health at

Communit found that face masks recuced the

when i, af

233 and 123, mara perid of 101

Chu et al. Physical distancing, face masks, and eve protection to prevent person-to-person
of SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-18: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Lancet

The authors identified 1 stud 16 countries; 38 of these

studlis specifically studied face masks and the risk of COVID-19 iliness. The authors found that

the use of either an N95 respirator or face mask (e.g., disposable surgical masks or simiar

reusable 12-16-layer cotton masks) by those exposed to infected individuals was associated with

2 lame reduction inriskofnfction (1p o an 85% reduced k. The uss o face masks was
rotective for both health-care workers and in the community exposed to infection.

Macintyre et al. A rapid systematic review of the efficacy of face masks and respirators against
coronaviruses and other respiratory transmissible viruses for the community, healthcare workers and sick
patients. Intemational Joumal of Nursing Studies (2020).

The authors describe 8 clinical trials evaluating the effectiveness of face masks to reduce
respiratory vinuses and SARS CoV2 transmission. Their analysis suggests that community mask
use by well people could be beneficial, particularly for COVID-19, where transmission may be
pre-symptomatic. The studies of masks as source control (where sick persons use masks to
reduce spread) also suggest a benefit and may be important during the COVID-19 pandemic in
both community and health care settings.

DEPAF

identity an

wmiOttawa Department of

Public Health

Liang, M et al Efficacy of face mask in preventing 1
analysis. Travel Med Infect Dis. 2020 July-August; DEPARTMENT

Caring today for a bealthy tozworrow

The authors review 21 studies and conclud
non-healthcare workers (Non-HCWs) can r
‘adds additional evidence of the enhanced
masks serve as an adjunctive method rega

Brainard et al. Facemasks and similar barriers to prevent respiratory illness such as COVID-19: A rapid
systematic review, medRoxiv (2020)

] ‘canclude that the introduction of fac ials and
Lossler, Jetal Hou nesdfor and effctieness of masks the next 20 "’Y‘ by simost 26% DEPAEF Abboah-Offel, M et al. A rapid review of the use of bt oy g o vy imaee The suamors oport
Cobg i Joumal of Nursing Studies Advances, Volume 3, 2( when both member wore:
R el additional housshold members becoming i may be modestly reducad by armund 19%. The
‘public wearing of masks. Am J Trop Med Hyc Rader B et al. Mask Wearing and Control o Greenbalgh, Tet ™ " authors go on fo conclude that, based on clinical trials, wearing facemasks can be slightly
reenhalgh, Teta uthors review 58 studies and conclud
The authors analyzed dfferences bet The authors conducted cross-sacti e i rtecta cgaint pimary nigatn fom casis! communy cantact nd modesly rolecive
e et P S T
15.8% each week. as "I:;smf,:d P e o fandomi COVID:f6 enamission. Gandhi et al. Masks Do More Than Protect Others During COVID-19: Reducing the Inoculum of SARS-
concluded that socetal norms -nd g ties with high home (pa CoV-2 to Protect the Wearer. J Gen Intern Med (2020);14.
public, as well as international travel ,,,gm_“_m,, cted probabity of a & st Cocite, D etal. Face Mask Use i the Community { blic can certainly protect others, the

mortaity from COVID-19.

Lyu et al. Community Use of Face Masks Anc

Zhang et al. |dentifying airbome transmissic

Anthony Paulo Su

Mandates In The US. Health Affairs (2020). Proceedings of the National Academy of Sc Respirology. 2020
This study, similar to Leffler et al, con
{asued b ison states durig Ao 8 ::‘;:”';";I"q:::m the mpacts This pape
face mask use in public was associat npleme:
T e S pecenage o ST T it e o
9 i o :
state face mask orders were signed, ’ in reducin

lementation of these mandates.
22, 2020. The findings suggested tha
the spread of COVID-16.

‘authors concluded that wearing of
o prevent interhuman transmission
testing, quarantine, and contact fra

Catherine M. Ciast

The
Front Med (Lausanne) 2020 7: 594269, “noculum’ theory the mmmdwmspamaus e ol exposed to) argues for a major
protective effect for the individual. Masks, depending on the material and dasign, fiter out a majonty
the overail ‘dose’of could be exposed fo. This
The authors review 35 studies, including thn mmenta Torth another ad ‘of popuiation-level facial T
predictive models, and nine faboratory expe: kit S Cova nased v'mg' g theory "m,,:f,,:; jum.
meta-analysis support the use of face mask: v
mask effectiveness are needed to inform ev

Howard et al. Face Masks Against COVID-19: An Evidence Review. Proceedings National Academy
Sciences (2020).

This review of the lterature offers evidence in favor of widespread mask use o reduce
community transmission: mas that obstiuct droplets of the necessary siz
people are most infectious in the initial period post-inection masks have been effective

Yuxin Wang, Zicheng Deng, Donglu Shi; How effec
Devices and Sensors, 20 December 2020

Ma QX, Shan H, Zhang HL, Li GM, Yang RM, Chen JM. Potential utilities of mask-wearing and instant
hand hygiene for fighting SARS-CoV-2. J Med Viro/ (2020).
Chan JF, et al Surtical Mask P In this study. the efficacy of three types of masks were evaluated using the avian influenza vinus

Hamster Model for Coronavirus to simulste the coronavirus. N85 masks, medical masks, and homemade masks made of four-
2149. Iayer kitchen paper and one-layer cioth could biock $9.98%, 97.14%, and 95.15% of the virus in

and a blood sampis was coliscted
fotal of 1818 (8.6%) particioants we

ositive individuals, 44% repon
collection. Among participants repo
positive individual, those wearing &
compared io surgicaliother masks (

Noncontact transmissi
partition for challenged index o naive hamsters to 25% (6724,
P =.018). Surgical mask partition for challenged index hamsters significantly reduced
transmission to only 16.7% (2/12, P = .019) of exposed naive hamsters.

Kahler CJ, Hain R.

protective of face masks against droplet infections. J

Doung-nge et al. Case-control study of us

reducing transmission of i fluenza; non-medical masks have been shown fo be effective at
19 pandemic, prior to the developrr T mains The authors review the evidence on COVID- i _ g s o to b elecle ® ied
Eikenberry et al. To mask or not to mask: Mo( epidemic. Basad on the information reviewt g
TR Tt 2020; WHO, 2020) may ot necessanly gua Spr shown The available evidence
to curtail the COVID-19 pandemic. Infect Dis | mgge:s that near-universal adoption nfnon-m-dul masks when out in public, in combination
Wang et al. Reduciion of secondary transm The study Wearing mask I publc s essential as ks ol elfactivaR o beiow 1.0,
The authors use a disintpetion and o cahort {0 ruke th Based on the cument studies: comectly wear I o below
Hynnn‘uhm mask adoption scer “convincit and effectiveness, wil m- mg. degree red: Mmbvmww community sumd
ciate near unersal (80%) ador In this retrospective cahort study, tf contamin: Prowclon o, .
Ihe orderof 1745% of pjecis deai iransissonof COVI 1 amang ot availa Matuschek et al. Face masks: benefits and risks during the COVID-19 erisis. Eur J Med Res. 2020 Aug
dally death rate by 34-56%, absent ol the primary case 1225(1):32.
::?Es% m'jﬂm‘?,’;’z; affctive in rducig "“”’"’Y”" G Raina Macintyrs I this review of tha avaliable leraturs, the authors found that the use of masks that include
death reduction 9-18%). ‘housenolds to trave mﬁ;rﬂ:nu covering were linked (o relevant protection during close Méy:mmz mmm:k o ::;;S
Sims MD, et al. Coronavinus Disease 2018 This pape s not feasible, o
Workers Are Associated with Job Function experime: spread of therefore the risk However, the
Supplement_2, 1 August 2021, Pages S15¢ high incidence of COVID-19,4 both inside househoids and clased venues, . authors note that if X ol axchungmd regulariy (or when mud;moiclum
ublic transpart, and for travellers passing through airports and spending ti n the mas) .
This study involved an oniine asses ool 15 pocr, untl an effective vaceine s avaiable. UFMU mey oo P cluting SARS-CoV-2—might be crtically increased.

preventing deaths and fiattening the curve.

Epidemiologic Studies:

smn etal Amodelling framework to assess the likely eﬁeamn:ss of facemasks in
ck-down’ in managing the COVID-19 pandemic. P

Brooks JT, Butier JC. Effectiveness of Mask Wearing to Control Community Spread of SARS-CoV-
2 JAMA. 3021,325(10)998-999.
The authors ty mask wearing is an effective
‘nonpharmacologic intervention to reduce the spmadnfﬂns infecton, especially as source control lo
prevent spread from infected persons, but also as protection fo reduce wearers’ exposure to infection.

The authors use two modelling app! that rgence of mors variants, it is even mor
i b Jstion in redt important to adopt o florts with use of al other
of. o S et o Tocom e u;“;":f i i effective levels of achieved nationally.

ust from when | the effective o NUMBEr &




Influence of physicians and healthcare
leaders has been diminished

children's husmal
Aediririgiration | MCISO
o
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August 19, 202

Dear Dr. Londen,

As the school year approaches and news of the deh.a variant ilnd CO\-'IO 19 wlbwdﬁ in other
parts of the country spreads, we are parents,
cowarkers, neighboes, friends and community ma'nbsrs about wearing masks and vaccinations,
The evidence ks very clear on vaccinations, they dramatically lower a pessan’s risk of serious
illiness, hospitakzation and death from COVID-19,

| want to share wnhyou %snmm HMM! 's position onmasks, t's simple and apphe: 1oal
ages and Health i ive of the COC g
universal masking mduors in nusdsubﬂamml and high transmission to help prevent the
spread of COVID-18. The COC guidance includes students and stall in K12 schools.
Unfortunately, at this poin, within our state, almost every county has substantial or high
transmission of COVID-1G.

‘When it comes to kids and schools, we can all agree that keeping kids safe while sllawing them
1o thrive and leam in schaol 15 vitally important. To assure the greatest chance for in-person
learning, univessal masking is ore of the best ways 1o prevent cutbreaks and keep schodls open
and aperational. We are Tariunate 1o have vaceines available 1w older students, alang with
1eachers and stall this academic year. However, not all students are eligible for 8 veccine and

ging ahowe that ith the delte varlant can still ocour amongst the
vaczinated

COVID-19 continues to produce suffering, disebility and death within our communities, Given
trangrnigsion within our stete and the fact that the delta variant is so much mare contagious
then prioe variants of COVID-19, veccinations, masking and other preventative measuwres remain
ertical 1o prevent serious Mness and o keep our kids In school. Mona of this is easy, but let's do
allwe can to keep our kids safe.

Respectiully,

Hossain Marandi, MD, MBA, FACHE
President & Children's Health Department Chief
Helen DeVos Children's Hospital

Lori,

Hope this finds you well! Adam London reached out yesterday to me sbout our position in terms of
imasking. Desiring %o provice & formal statement to you all 2t the County of our position as an
organization, please feel free to share that:

“Mercy Hesith sra St Joseph Mercy Hesith system, members of Tririty Hesth Michigan, support indcor
munm5, g in schoal current COC
i that sttending in-p instruction prevides an aptimal

Inmlns environment, andiz |;ponam ta the mental and phipsical hesitn o our chilren. Mask wearing

of COVID-43, creating =
our smnDB il can continue to attend in PHSMGM.'

FPlease don't hesitate t reach out if any fallow-uj questions. All my contact infermaticn is list=c Selow,
inchuding my cil

Thark you!

Work G16.555.5413
Call B15316.4951

200 Jeflerson SE
‘Grand Rapids, M £2503

Bemybeaincom | Facshook | Twisr
-i*i MERCY HEALTH

| METRO HEALTH

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN HEALTH

August 21, 2021

Dr. Adam London
Administrative Heaith Officer
Kent County, Michigan

Dear Dr. London,

The COVID-19 pundormc has bmth much suftening to our local community - and around the
world with a racent surge of affected patients due to the
Delta vanant. With cmt 170 milion Americans fully vacanle& this has heped control lhe
pandemic. However, still many of our friends and
COVID-19 iliness, and this includes milkons of children lasslhan 12 years of nlﬂm are not yul
sligble for vaccination

COVID-19 had a sig impact on the of our children over the Iast 18 months. Wih
this school year fast appeoaching. many leachers, parents and students are wondering how this
will affect school this year. A number of studies have shown that children attending in-person
classas experience tha optimal environment for their educational pregress and mental health. To
that end, we are cbligated to provide the safest environment for children to attend n-person
classos.

The Canters for Disease Control (CDC) has recommended universal masking for staff and
students attanding in-person daus This recommendation is consistent with other siwdies which
have shown the wiral by masking. Without question,
everyone would like to enmm-letho use of masks in schools — however, in addition to vaccnes,
the safest process to minimize the transmission of COVID-19 and provide oyr chiliren the

I8 to abide by the recommendations for universal masking

in schools.

Many thanks to you and your colleagues at the Kent County Health Department for your wark
during this pandemic. 1 look forward to working with the Health Dapartment to provide the safest
envircnment for our chikiren. which mcludes attending m-person classes.

As always, ¥ any questions or concarns arige, please do not hasitata to contact me anytime,
Ronaid G. Grifka, MD, FAAP. FACC, FSCAI

Metro Hoa-Univarsity of Mohigan Heatth
Prafassor of Padiafrics

Kent ISD .

August, 16, 2021
Dr. Adam London:

Thank you for your continued pannership with schood leagers Tom ac70ss Kent County 1o kesp our
chlidren and community safe iroughout the COVID-19 pandemic. On Augest 13th, you released 2
siatement Indicating It was your strongest recommendation that school districts reguire Individuals In
egucational setings to wear masks.

At this tme, 5chool districts acmss Kent County are mimaring ihe recommendations put forih by the
Kent County Health Depariment, Michigan Depariment of Health and Human Serces and the
Centers for Dis=ase Contral and are sirangly wiging parents and s1af 1o adhene to the masking
guidance.

Whiie we expect there will be parents and stal memioers who will Tollow this guidance, It 15 our
professional experience Mat many will not. Universal acceptance of this recommendation without a
pudlic neaith order wil ngt happen. To that end, If In your expert opinlon gur cammunity Is in Imminent
danger without Universal masking In school sE1ings, we 3sk you 10 Issue an order requiring masks for
everyone In bulldings with students who do not have the cpporiunity to be vaccinated (under the ags
of 12 years) and urvaccinated Individuals.

Last year the daia shared by health experis thiat when the was In Imminent
danger and masks along with othar mitigation strat=gies ware required by public health orders,
transmisslon of COVID-15 In school settings was minimal, and fransmission of other communicable
diseases was akso shgnificantly redwoad. It was our practical obsanvation thal when masks were wsed
consistently In the edwcational seiting, we obsened fewer disruptions due to liness.

Thank yous for your kstening. We 100k forward to aur continusd work togather to suUpport the education
of our chilgren and the sty of our communities.

On behalf of Kent County superiniendents,




Influence of
politicians

e

MICHICAN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Adam London, PhL), RS, DAAS
Adminestrative Health Officer
Kent County Health Department
T Fuller Avenue Mortheast
Cirand Rapids, M1 49503

Augrust 13, 20021
Dear Adminestrative Health (fficer London,

Ihere is currently a lively public debate among Kent County residents about the issue of a possible mask mandate.
Of course, vou know this quite well, 25 advocates on both sides of the issue have contacted you to express their
views on the subject. You recently stated that you are not currently planning to require mask-wearing in schools,
and we respectfully urge you to contmue that course of action by reframing from ssuing any misk mandate for the
county.

It 15 unfortunate that public health administrators such as vourself have been placed at the center of thes debate,

Your efforts should be focused on administering our county’s existing public health system and advising
policymakers, rather then crafting new restrictions that interfere with the daily lives of the people of Kent County.
Ihe political process 15 designed to form public policy through consensus. The people elect representatives —
whether to Congress, the state Legislature, or the County Commission — to voice their differing perspectives on
political issues. However, a untlateral mask mandate instituted by one unelected official circumvents consensus,
restricting liberty in the process.

Ultimately, we believe the best way to settle the masking debate is to allow Kent County’s 657,974 residents to

eviluate their own risks, weigh the costs and benefits, and act accordingly. We hope you will agree and conclude

that people can make informed choices for themselves and their families. We in the Legislature are willing to use

the constitutional tools at our disposal — including the power of the purse — should a public health officer act
outside the sphere of proper authornty.

Thank you for your ime and consideration. We wish you the best as you continue serving the people of Kent
County.

Smcerely,

7 - i €
o 8. B,
Represemtative Thomas Albert Kepresentative Mark Huzenga
Dustrict 86 Instrict 74

S b — T  Fle—

Representative Steven Johnson Bepresentative Bryan Posthumus
Dustrict 72 IDnstrict 73

P, BON 1S4 | LANSRD, MICHIGAN 88081514
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Kent and Ottawa counties
order masks in pre-K-6
schools

by: Rachel Van Gilder, Joe LaFurgey
Posted: Aug 20, 2021 / 02:03 PM EDT
Updated: Aug 21, 2021 / 04:38 AM EDT













A growing portion of Americans believe
violence is justified

“You are guilty of crimes against humanity and should be arrested and executed!”
“You are going to suffer forever in hell for how you are abusing my children!”
“I hope someone abuses your children and forces you to watch”

“You have the blood on your hands from all the kids who are dying from suicide and
infections”

“You are a traitor against the Constitution... You deserve the fate of all fraitors”
‘I won't stop until you are in a cage!”

“I'm demanding the police or the military arrest you for your crimes... If they fail to do their
job, we the people will do it”

YAdam London, I'm coming for you!”

Thousands of encouraging notes were also received
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Kent Co. health director tells commissioners after
almost being run off the road: ‘I need help’

Email details abuse after department issued school mask mandate

8Y: ANNA GUSTAFSON - SEPTEMBER 20,2021 2:36PM

0000606

MICHIGAN

The Washington Post

Democracy Dies in Darkness

Health

County health director says woman tried to run
him off the road after he backed mask mandate

By Caroline Anders

September 21, 2021 at 11:07 p.m. EDT

‘I need help’: Michigan county health
director pleads for help after almost
being run off the road

m Aysha Qamar
(i 202

Grand Rapids health officer ‘broken’
after threats tied to mask order

Associated Press
Publish 2:47 am. ET Sept. 22, 2021 | Updated 9:03 a.m. ET Sept. 22, 2021

K o v = -

Grand Rapids — The public health officer in the Grand Rapids area said he'sa 0 - » P

vietim of “brute mob hatred” after ordering masks in schools in Kent County to

prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Adam London told county commissioners that a woman tried to run his vehicle off
the road in August immediately after the mask order. He is no longer making

- public appearances because of concerns about violence.
~
- Angry residents have expressed their disgust about the order at public m~~+-~-
County commissioners can't overrule London.
- w e e N
. There is a sickness in America ... far
e - more insidious than COVID,” London

said in an Aug. 22 email, two days after
his mask order.

London’s email was reported by the

Michigan Adv and pursued by other

news (:rganiza

“I need help. am and I are broken,”
about done. I've

*f my ability. I've

London wrote

DREADAMLONDON
DIRECTOR™ "% .
KENTRCOUNIYHEAWHIDEPARTIVIENT:

Grand Rapids

‘I need help’: Kent County’s top health official
tells commissioners after threats, road rage over
COVID-19 response

21 5:15 p.m. | Publis

rtment Directol

Upda



High mask index = mask required for all grades; Medium =

D | St rl CtS W |t h fewe r m a S k rU | eS d U rl n g partial mask req. (tiered, some grades, based on vax status,
. staff only); Low = None or unknown. See Appendix for
details. Blue line & shaded region is a li d fit. D
back-to-school saw higher case rates oo i e o e e o
geocoded to school district, EOG School District Mask Policy

a n d fa Ste r Ca S e rl S e S Tracker as of 8/30/2021. Note: Cases are among all 5-18

year olds, population is the school-enrolled population.

High mask index (more mask rules) Medium mask index Low mask index (few mask rules)
| 5 E | : | |

Firstdays | Firstdays | Firstdays |

of schoolin . of schoolin | of schoolin

Michigan | ' Michigan Michigan |
: > Z ¢ ¢ ¢

Mask index
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https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/20211005_Data_and_modeling_update_vMEDIA_737659_7.pdf

® THE PROBLEM

\ Nearly half of state and local public health employees left
) their organizations from 2017 to 2021, creating a0
0 ETd € B [UEEL LRSI T Yacross the nation.

WHO LEFT
health
o of state and of employees with
workforce ’n local public health <5 years' experience of Zmploye:;
SO employees at their organizations under age
fransition
% 25%

56% o

of public health workers reported 3 or more

report at least one symptoms, indicating

symptom of PTSD probable PTSD

(de Beaumont Foundation and ASTHQO)







KC public health response was effective

Dala updated on Tuesday and Friday.

3/18/2022
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O US population: 333 million

O COVID deaths: 1,219,487
O Rate: 366/100,000

O Michigan population: 10.3 million
O COVID deaths: 44,728
O Rate: 434

O Kent County population: 659,083

O COVID deaths: 2,013
O mortality rate: 305



Have the questions changed?

Support the Guardian Searchjobs @ Signin O, Search The US edition v
Available for everyone, funded by readers ]
Guardian
For200years
News Opinion  Sport Culture  Lifestyle  More- Recovery & Recuperation?

World » Europe US Americas Asia Australia Middle East Africa Inequality Global development

National conversation about pandemic

Coronavirus America marks two years of Covid - is responsee
it prepared for the next pandemic?

Clarity about the roles and responsibilities
MclodySllber of public healthe

Mon 14 Mar 2022 02.00 EDT

e N Celebrate!




Questions?
THANK YOU!
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