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DATE:

December 20, 2017
TO:

All Local Health Departments (LHDs)

Attn: Medical Director / Health Officer 
	FROM:
Sean Dunleavy, Manager

                        Quality Assurance Unit


Food and Dairy Division
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SUBJECT: Fair Pilot Project Moving Forward 
We have been given the green light to move forward with our Fair Pilot Project. This will be completed in two phases.  Once we determine participating LHDs based on completed applications, we will review and work to balance the workload with MDARD operations for a smooth transition of each of the fairs as requested, and divide the interested LHDs into a two-year phased-in approach.  We will work to complete 50% of the applicants in year one, and the remaining in year two.  If other LHDs decide to join the project later, they will be added to the task list of transitions and be completed as soon as workloads allow.

The Fair project is a voluntary program that is extend to all LHDs to assume licensing and inspection of fairs in their respective jurisdictions; this is done via delegatory process as referenced in the Food Law.

Please complete the attached and imbedded application to be considered for this project by January 5th.  Each year, by the end of the first week of January, a review process will be completed with a small stakeholder group to determine the order and number of fairs to transition.  A presentation will be made at the Annual Michigan Association of Fairs and Exhibitions on January 12th to communicate with fair boards and vendors around the state.  Communication materials will be created and shared with LHDs to work with fair boards and vendors. 

Please complete the attached and/or imbedded application and return it to: scotth2@michigan.gov before January 5th.   
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The following guidelines that were established in the pilot project will continue in the next two phases.

1. MDARD intent is to certify and delegate fair evaluation authority to any LHD that is state accredited.

2. Pre‐fair coordination with fair manager / board is highly recommended.

3. Fair vendors shall be licensed and evaluated using MDARD approved temporary food forms.

4. Low‐risk vendors may receive a license without an evaluation as allowed by food law.

5. Initial evaluations may be made during normal business hours with goal of getting all vendors licensed as early during the fair period as feasible, considering staffing limitations of agency. Vendors will be allowed to begin operating prior to a license being issued.

6. Follow‐up evaluations may be made at the licensing agencies discretion.

7. MDARD shall conduct records audit of fair licenses and evaluations during normal accreditation visits.

8. Field evaluations at a rate of 1/100 licenses issued shall be conducted once every 3 years to coincide with accreditation reviews. Initial joint evaluations during the transition year shall count as the first field audit. Ongoing audits shall be scheduled during normal fair weeks and be conducted by MDARD Standardized Regional Food Safety Trainers.

9. Fair evaluations conducted shall be added to the LHD 4th Quarterly Report to satisfy the annual reporting requirement.

10. STFUs operating at fairs may be evaluated by LHDs per local discretion.
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