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At February Meeting, Board of Health Sends Decision on TOST to Barry, Eaton County Boards 

The Barry-Eaton Board of Health met for their monthly meeting on Wednesday, February 28, at the Barry-Eaton District Health Department’s (BEDHD’s) Charlotte office. This meeting was rescheduled from February 22. Barry County board members Commissioners Ben Geiger (chair), David Jackson, and Dan Parker and Eaton County board members Commissioners Joe Brehler, Blake Mulder, and Jane Whitacre were present; no board members were absent. 

The meeting discussion was dominated by the health department’s Regulations Governing On-site Sewage and On-site Water Supply System Evaluation and Maintenance in Barry and Eaton County, Michigan, also known at the Time of Sale or Transfer (TOST) program.

Following two public hearings, one on February 20 in Hastings and one on February 28 in Charlotte, the Board of Health voted 4–2 to repeal the TOST program. Commissioners Geiger, Jackson, Parker, and Mulder voted for the repeal, and Commissioners Whitacre and Brehler voted against the repeal. In March, both counties’ full boards of commissioners will vote on the repeal.

Speaking before the repeal vote, Commissioner Geiger stated that “we all want clean water; we all want less pollution,” and Commissioner Parker noted that the repeal of the TOST program is “not an end to the process [of ensuring that water, the environment, and health are protected]; it’s an end of this chapter.” Commissioner Brehler indicated that individuals opposed to the TOST program have had a mindset of “‘my rights; what I want’” rather than a community-oriented focus and that there is no “creative idea [for addressing the issues] that won’t require some kind of regulation.”

BEDHD Health Officer Colette Scrimger detailed the items that require work as a result of the TOST repeal. Some of these items include budget reductions, staff reductions, a communications plan, and decisions about IT and program data. 

After the meeting, Commissioner Geiger made the following statement: "Since 2007, TOST has undoubtedly made a positive impact in our two counties. Unfortunately, we've also become severely polarized on topics that should unite us. We need to put the past behind us, come together, and find a strategy that protects both our environment and the rights of our taxpayers."

Other topics of discussion during the meeting were the approval of a new position to coordinate state-funded hepatitis A outreach and prevention efforts and several minor changes to the Environmental Health Division’s fee schedule. BEDHD’s administrative director Lisa Watt informed the board that a third of the way into the fiscal year, the health department’s incomes and expenses are on track. 

The Barry-Eaton Board of Health comprises six county commissioners (three from each county). Current Board of Health members are Commissioners Ben Geiger (chair), David Jackson, and Dan Parker from Barry County and Commissioners Joe Brehler, Blake Mulder, and Jane Whitacre from Eaton County. The Board of Health meets the third Thursday of each month at 9:30 am, unless otherwise specified. The meetings are held at the Barry County BEDHD office during odd months (January, March, etc.) and at the Eaton County BEDHD office during even months (February, April, etc.). Board of Health meeting minutes and agendas are available at https://www.barryeatonhealth.org/about-us/board-health. 
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