
A Standard of Care to Treat the 
Social Determinants of Health

“Like slavery and apartheid, poverty 
is not natural. It is man-made,

and it can be overcome and eradicated
by the actions of human beings.”

-Nelson Mandela

Marcella Wilson, Ph.D.
President & Founder

Transition To Success® LLC
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Current Funded
U.S. Delivery System

Client Driven - Disconnected - Ineffective

Human Service
1.4 million not for profits

650,00 social workers Faith-based
-320,000 US Christain Churches
-3,727 US Synagogues
-2,106 US Mosques

Healthcare
-5723 hospitals
-209,000 PCPs
-Medicaid and CHIP (70M,
1 in 5 in the U,S.)
-Medicare health plans ($3.8M)

Estimated cost.
$1,660,451,000,000*
Client independently

Attempts to access goods,
Services & supports

(Does not include: Foundations,
Corporate or individual donations.) Government

-DHS
-Community Mental Health
-Housing
-Medicaid/ Medicare
-Veterans
-Juvenile Justice
-Prisoner Reentry

Education
-Head Start ($10.7B)
(Has served over 36 million children
In the U.S.)
-Public Schools
Vocational & High School Education ($69.9B)
-99,000 Public Schools
-2.7 Million Elementary and Secondary Teachers
-262,300 School Counselors

(* Federal Office of Management and Budget, http://febp.newamerica.net/background-analysis/education-federal-budget).
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Treating Environmentally-based, Industry-Accepted
Medical Conditions* 

© 2024 Transition To Success, LLC

Note: Recognized disease without genetic predispositions

BillableStandard of CareDiagnosisSymptomsEnvironmental 
Exposures

“RequiredLead Poisoning*Irritability, high blood 
pressure, long tern 
neurological damage

Lead ingestion

“RequiredCancer/
Mesothelioma*

Trouble breathing, 
nausea, vomiting

Asbestos

“RequiredAsthma/COPDDifficulty breathing, 
decrease in lung 
function, wheezing

Pollution

Behavioral Health 
and Substance 

Abuse. Billable CPT 
Codes for Medicaid, 
Medicare and Third 

Party and 
Community Health 

Workers 

Transition To 
Success (TTS): 

Screening & 
CARE

(Coordinating All 
Resources 
Effectively)

Extreme Poverty 
(ICD 10 Z59.5) 
Homelessness 
(ICD 10 Z59.0) 
Lack of adequate 
food or safe 
drinking water 
(ICD 10 Z59.4) 
Low Income (ICD 
10 Z59.6)

Increased rates of 
diabetes and blood 
pressure, infant and 
maternal mortality, 
increased 
depression, and 
mental health 
disorders, asthma, 
compromised 
immune system 
and brain 
development, 
higher death rates

Social Determinants of 
Health
Food Insecurity, high 
crime, 
inadequate/unaffordable 
housing, lack of access to 
basic needs/resources, 
access to quality 
healthcare, poor 
performing schools, 
racism, unemployment, 
under employment, 
transportation, access to 
internet
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Industrywide
Industrywide Industrywide

CARE* Network 
2-1-1 Information

& Referral to
Funded…

-At Risk Youth
-Employee Wellness
-Foster Care
-Homeless
-Medicare
-Older Adults
-Returning Citizens
-Unemployed
-Veterans
-Working Poor
-Head Start
-K-12

-CARE* Management
-Financial Literacy
-Mentoring
-Volunteerism

-Map of My Dreams®
-CARE* Plan

-Healthcare

-Human Services

-Government

-Education

-Faith Based

CARE - Coordinating All
Resources Effectively

Living 
Wage

Employment Skilled
Employment

Training

Literacy
GED

Training
Unskilled

Employment Basic 
Needs 
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TTS Integration 
Into Practice
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Off The Streets – Homeless & Runaway Youth Shelter
SSM Domains with a Significant Change in Mean Scores 

from Pretest to Posttest 2014-2015

TTS Independent Evaluation Results

Off The Streets, a 21 day
homeless and runaway 
shelter, located in Detroit 
Michigan offered 24/7/365 
safe haven for youths ages 10-
21. This study from 2014 thru 
2015 followed 41 youth. This 
evaluation identified 
statistically significant 
change in 5 of 19 social 
determinant domains, 
including shelter, food, 
family relations and 
community involvement.

Transition To Success® Final 
Evaluation Report – 8/29/2015 W. 
K. Kellogg Foundation 
Grant: P3018954
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In this study Transition To Success® was integrated into Primary Care at a Memphis FQHC for 6 months 
during the Covid epidemic. With no new funding for program, only evaluation, this study 
demonstrated statistically significant improvement in 7 of 21 SDoH domains including food, 
healthcare, housing, support, mental health, transportation and legal. Additionally the study 
reported statistically significant improvement in HbA1c levels in diabetics and statistically 
significant improvement in PQH9 scores for patients with depression.

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Federally Qualified Health Clinic (FQHC)
Christ Community, TN



http://TransitionToSuccess.org/
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View at: www.TransitionToSuccess.org
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Transition To Success 
Reimbursable Pathways to 
Integration of Social Determinant Screenings 
In Primary and Specialty Care 

No Medical
Necessity

REAL TIME DIAGNOSTICS
Provider Clinic Refers to:

BH/SA As Indicated

**Behavioral Health
With Corresponding
Care Management

Patient Intake 
Primary/Specialty 

Care

Screens for SDOH*
Behavioral Health (BH)

And 
Substance Abuse (SA)

Indicates: Reimbursable Services**

Provider Clinic
Follow-up Visit
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**Substance Abuse Treatment With
Corresponding SDoH Care Management

Community Health Worker /
Provider or Partner For Corresponding

Care Management For NON BH/SA Patients
With SDoH Exposures



18

Wisconsin
Network

FSC - WETAP 

Forward 
Service 

Corporation 

World Relief 
Fox Valley 

Jewish Social 
Services 

NE Wisconsin 
Technical College 

(NWTC) 

International 
Institute 

of Wisconsin 

Aurore Walker’s 
Point Community 

Clinic FSC – Food Share 
Employment and 
Training (FSET) 

Wisconsin 
Literacy 

FSC – Wisconsin 
Works (W–2) 

Wisconsin 
Resource Inc. 

(WRI) 

FSC – Upward 
Bound 

Wisconsin Technical 
College System 

FSC – Workforce 
Innovation & 

Opportunity Act 
(WIOA) 

FSC – Transportation 
Alliance for New 

Solutions (TrANS) 

WI Department 
of Children and 

Families 

MAXIMUS 

Milwaukee Muslim 
Women’s Coalition 

Wilson Fish TANF 
Coordination Project 

Madison 
College FSC Road To 

Livelihood 

FSC – Jobs 
For America’s 

Graduates (JAG) 

Fox Valley  
Technical College 

(FVTC) 

United Migrant 
Opportunity 

Services 
(UMOS) Lutheran Social 

Services of 
Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan 
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• 7 Statistically Significant Independent Evaluation Results

• Pilots:

• Publications:

© 2024 Transition To Success, LLC

 Department of Children and Families, WI - Immigration / Refugee Services/ Child Support
 DHS, United Way of the Mid South & Assisi Foundation of Memphis, Inc., TN
 Child & Family Service, HI (Statewide integration)
 Detroit Community Care Network, MI (Faith-Based)
 ACCESS, Dearborn, MI
 Forward Service Corporation, WI
 Northeast Wisconsin Technical College, WI
 Helpline 211, SD
 Oakland County Health and Human Services, MI
 Orange County Head Start, CA
 Bridges Reentry, Inc., AZ
 Christ Community FQHC - Memphis, TN

 "Diagnosis: Poverty • A new approach for understanding and treating an epidemic"
 The Online Journal of Issues in Nursing: "Child Poverty, Toxic Stress. and Social Determinants of Health: 

Screening and Care Coordination."
 The American Journal of Health Promotion: "'Social Determinants of Health, A Call to Action. An Organization's 

Transformational Story, and What Can Employers Do?"'
 National Association of Social Workers (NASW), Commission for Case Manager Certification (CCMC): 

“Rethinking poverty: An evidence-based approach to treatment."

Transition To Success® (TTS): Today
A National Standard of Care
To Treat the Condition of Poverty



Questions & Next Steps
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“Vision Without Backbone is Fantasy”

Marcella Wilson, Ph.D.
MWilson@TTS-LLC.org

www.TransitionToSuccess.org
(313) 580-2672

Check out my book:
www.DiagnosisPoverty.com
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Fireside 
Chat 

with 
Marcella Wilson, PhD

CEO & Founder
Transition To Success

Madiha Tariq, MPH
Deputy County Executive

Leigh-Anne Stafford, MSA
Director, Health and Human Services 

&
Marci Wiegers, MS

Chief of Public Health 



How Oakland County is 

Addressing SDOH 



Upstream Approach

Long Beach Health Department.,(n.d.). Long Beach police and health department will tag-team crime reduction. Here’s what’s worked so far. (https://sigtrib.com/long-beach-police-and-health-department-will-
tag-team-crime-reduction-heres-whats-worked-so-far/ 

https://sigtrib.com/long-beach-police-and-health-department-will-tag-team-crime-reduction-heres-whats-worked-so-far/
https://sigtrib.com/long-beach-police-and-health-department-will-tag-team-crime-reduction-heres-whats-worked-so-far/


Our North Star

Improve Resident Experience 

Demystify County & 
Partner Services

Build Capacity 



Capacity Building 

Assessment
Budget
Data
Training
 



Capacity Building



User Experience



User Experience

Housing 
Food
Education



User Experience

Justice Involved 
Substance Use 
Mental Health
Insurance
Transportation 



Madiha Tariq 
Tariq@oakgov.com
Leigh-Anne Stafford 
Staffordl@oakgov.com
Marci Wiegers 
Wiegersm@oakgov.com 

mailto:tariq@oakgov.com
mailto:Staffordl@oakgov.com
mailto:Wiegersm@oakgov.com
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