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Our Situation

 Wolverine Worldwide

 Private Wells in Northern Kent County

 Two Pieces of the Puzzle

 Environmental Investigation

 Health Investigation



Results

Wolverine DEQ Kent DPW

Non-Detect 781 11 37

<70 ppt 586 26 4

70 – 100 ppt 24 2

100 -1,000 ppt 69 2

1,000 – 10,000 ppt 12

>10,000 ppt 8

Highest concentration: 62,200 ppt



Public Information

 Community Meetings

 Press Releases

 Website

 Newsletters

 211



Challenges

 Well permitting

 FOIA

 Information Flow

 Time



Health Effects Study

 Cancer incidence

 Biomonitoring 

 Further studies

 Medical records

 Interviews



Biomonitoring

 Study Design

 Who will be recruited?

 Data Security

 Questionnaire

 Blood Draws

 Water Sampling

 Analysis

 Public Information



“POD in Reverse”

 “Taking instead of giving”

 Surveys

 Weight

 Blood

 Strengths

 POD planning

 Exercising

 Time frame

 Challenges

 IRB Process

 Staffing non-traditional roles

 People don’t know what we can do!



What has helped us…

 Intra-department relationships

 Previous responses

 Planning

 Project Public Health Ready

 External Partners

 Corporate Counsel

 211

 Staffing company



Thank you!

Karla Black

Karla.black@kentcountymi.gov

www.accesskent.com/Health/PFAS

616-632-7242

mailto:Karla.black@kentcountymi.gov

