
“Our Kids 
Deserve 
Safe 

Drinking 
Water”

Lead & Copper Implications for 
Schools and Child Care Facilities



“A Beautiful Example of Pure White Lead Painting”



Have We Forgotten the Kids?
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“Lead taints drinking water in 
hundreds of schools, day cares 

across USA” USA Today March, 2016  











What is Being Done in 
Michigan?







What the Schools Have Been 
Doing
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DEQ Recommendations

• Take action on taps >5 ppb
• Immediately shut down the high tap
• Public Notification
• Investigate 
• Replace fixtures & or plumbing
• Implement a formal routine flushing and 

aerator cleaning program
• Re-test



Potential Sources of Lead in 
School Buildings

• Lead solder

• Lead fluxes

• Lead pipe and lead pipe fittings

• Fixtures, valves, meters, and other 
system components containing brass

• Sediments



Factors That May Impact the Release of Lead



“Lead does not magically 
appear out of nowhere; 
you found it because its 
there”

“Lead is highly variable 
within a system, 
even at the same tap” 

(Migel Del Tora, EPA)



What Will be Done Next?

• Legislation

• Mandate school testing?

• Who does what?

• Where will the $$ come from?
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Things I Forgot To Say


