
Dr. Ron Davis Smoke-free Air Law 
Michigan residents and visitors are protected from exposure to 

secondhand tobacco smoke in all restaurants, bars and businesses 

(including hotels and motels), thanks to Public Act 188 of 2009, Michi-

gan's Smoke-Free Air Law. 

Clean air is fundamental to good health. The public health and well-

being of workers and customers alike is the best reason for state gov-

ernment to ensure smoke-free businesses, including restaurants and 

bars. Smoke-free air is good for Michigan residents, workers and visi-

tors. 

 

Public Support  

Michigan residents love the smoke-free air law.  Public support for smoke-free air increased to 
74 percent after the law was implemented, according to an EPIC/MRA statewide poll. The poll, 
which was conducted in May of 2011 among 600 likely or active registered voters, showed an 
increase of eight percentage points over a statewide poll conducted in March 2009, before the 
law was passed. 
 
Economic Effect 

An independent study released in September 2012 commissioned by the Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services from the University of Michigan shows Michigan’s smoke-free air 
law has had no statistically or substantively negative impact 
on the state’s bar and restaurant industry. 

According to the Michigan Department of Treasury, during the 
first year of the smoke-free law the hospitality industry saw an 
increase in sales by more than 6% over the previous year.   

According to the Michigan Liquor Control Commission, the 
number of liquor licenses that wound up in escrow — an indi-
cator of when establishments shut down or stop serving alco-
hol — decreased after implementation of the smoke-free air 
law from May to November 2010, compared with the same pe-
riod the previous year, down to 240 from 278. 
 
Health Effects 

Surgeon General Richard Carmona released a report in 2006 stating there is no risk-free level of 
exposure to secondhand smoke.  

“The scientific evidence is now indisputable: secondhand smoke is not a mere annoyance.  It is 
a serious health hazard that can lead to disease and premature death in children and non-

smoking adults.”  



Compliance is high for the smoke-free air law 
Michigan’s smoke-free air law proved that it is very popular, and 

businesses and residents are showing an extremely high rate of 

compliance.  

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services released 

results from the yearly complaint survey completed by all county 

health departments regarding compliance with the new law. The results show very 

few violations statewide. 


