Hepatitis A Talking Points
Response to Recent Media Stories Regarding Travel to Michigan
[bookmark: _GoBack]The CDC has not issued any type of travel warnings for Michigan. Indiana’s recommendations do not align with Michigan‘s or the CDC’s recommendations concerning vaccination. Reporters with questions about Indiana’s recommendations should contact the state directly. The only travel guidelines in place are those relating to international travel. Individuals traveling outside of the country should consult the CDC website, their health care provider or local health department.

Background
· From Aug. 1, 2016 to April 18, 2018, 815 cases of hepatitis A have been reported in Michigan, with 25 deaths. This is the largest hepatitis A outbreak in the country.
· In contrast, between 2011 and 2015, there were 327 hepatitis A cases reported.
· This outbreak has a high hospitalization rate, with 657 people hospitalized (80.6%) through April 18, 2018.
· More than 80 percent of the cases have been reported in Southeast Michigan (Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties, City of Detroit).
· Transmission appears to be through direct person-to-person spread and illicit drug use. Those with history of injection and non-injection drug use, homelessness or transient housing, incarceration and men who have sex with men are thought to be at greater risk.
· No common sources of food, beverages or drugs have been identified as potential sources of infection. 

Hepatitis A Overview
· Hepatitis A is a serious, highly contagious liver disease caused by the hepatitis A virus (HAV). HAV is found in the feces (poop) of people with hepatitis A. 
· Hepatitis A can be spread through contaminated food or water, during sex or prolonged close contact with an infected person. 
· Illness can appear 15-50 days after exposure and you can be sick for several weeks.
· Symptoms may include nausea and vomiting, belly pain, fatigue, fever, loss of appetite, yellowing of the skin and eyes, dark urine, pale-colored feces and joint pain.


What Michigan is Doing
· The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) activated the Community Health Emergency Coordination Center on Oct. 31, 2017 to coordinate the response of the jurisdictions involved in the outbreak. The State Emergency Operations Center was active from November 2017 through January 2018 to help coordinate the multiple state agency responses to the hepatitis A outbreak. 
· The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development continues to work with local health departments and food establishments to provide guidance on protecting consumers and employees.
· A state appropriation of $7.1 million was approved by the Legislature at the end of 2017 to help combat the outbreak.
· Nearly $3 million has provided to all the state’s local health departments for staffing and educational and vaccination outreach.
· Hepatitis A is a vaccine-preventable illness. The HAV vaccine is the most effective way to prevent contracting the disease.
· Nearly $4 million has been earmarked for vaccine purchase, and more than 125,000 doses of vaccine have been administered in outbreak jurisdictions.
· Vaccination clinics have been held at local health departments, homeless shelters and venues popular with the MSM population in an effort to go where these populations are likely to be present.
Who Should Get the HAV Vaccine
· Persons who are homeless.
· Persons who are incarcerated.
· Persons who use injection and non-injection illegal drugs.
· Persons who work with the high-risk populations listed above.
· Persons who have close contact, care for, or live with someone who has HAV.
· Persons who have sexual activities with someone who has HAV.
· Men who have sex with men.
· Travelers to countries with high or medium rates of HAV.
· Persons with chronic liver disease, such as cirrhosis, hepatitis B or hepatitis C.
· Persons with clotting factor disorders.
What the Public Can Do to Protect Themselves 
· Get vaccinated against hepatitis A.
· Wash hands with warm, soapy water after using the restroom and before eating or preparing meals for yourself or others.
· Use your own towels, toothbrushes and eating utensils.
· Do not have sex with someone who has HAV infection.
· Do not share food, drinks, drugs or smokes with other people.
· If you think you may have hepatitis A, see your medical provider.
· If you have hepatitis A, please cooperate with your local public health department to help protect others.
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