
Human Trafficking Awareness



What is Human Trafficking?

• Sex Trafficking: Commercial sex act induced by 
force, fraud or coercion, or in which person 
performing the act is under age 18

• Labor Trafficking: Using force, fraud or coercion 
to recruit, harbor, transport, obtain or employ a 
person for labor or services in domestic 
servitude, farmworker, or factory workers. 



Modern Day Slavery

• “Is the perfect storm of how poverty, chaos, 
destructive relationships, and the potential of 
opportunity will exist for those who desperately 
have listened and have been promised “a better 
life” through a job or through a relationship 
based on care and it is within their reach….but 
discover the robbing of their humanity, their 
soul and their control with no way out” -Kevin 
Bales



Indicators of trafficking

• Evidence of being controlled

• Signs of physical or sexual abuse

• Fear or depression

• Lack of documentation 

• Third party insists on being present/answering 
questions for person

• Branding

• Loyal to trafficker



Who is at Risk?

• trait of vulnerability

• diverse ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds

• varied levels of education 

• documented or undocumented

• Runaway youth

• Youth in foster care system

• Broken homes



Basic Services Needed by Victims

Victim

Housing

Health Care

Immigration 
Assistance

FoodIncome

Employment

Legal 
Assistance





Local businesses supporting the end of 

modern day slavery



Reporting

• National Human Trafficking Resource Center

▫ 1-888-3737-888

▫ Text: "HELP" or "INFO“ to 233733

• Local Law Enforcement



• https://vimeo.com/127184316#at=0

https://vimeo.com/127184316#at=0


Not Trafficking

• Kelsey found an interesting opportunity to work 
at a summer camp. She’s expected to work 70-
80 hours a week for less than minimum wage 
after room and board. She’s only allowed to 
contact her friends and family on an emergency 
basis or late at night on a weekend.



Trafficking

• Gina is in desperate times and needs a place to 
stay for the night. Her friend, Mike, offers that 
she can stay at his house in exchange for sex 
every now and again.



Trafficking

• Isaac works in a gas station for his uncle and is 
expected to work 16 hour days at the gas station. 
He sleeps in a cot in the back office and is beaten 
if he discusses leaving or talks to customers 
about his situation. He is paid minimum wage 
for the first 40 hours



Not Trafficking

• Jennifer decided to sleep with her new boyfriend 
in a closed bedroom at a college party, during 
which, his friends came into the room, 
videotaping the encounter and posting it later as 
free porn without her consent.



“You may choose to look 
away but you can never say 

again that you did not 
know”



Thank you!

Melissa Steiner

SteinerM@Michigan.gov


